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FROM THE PRINCIPAL MR JOHN INGER 
Changes to NCEA Requirements in 2022 
After pressure from many schools across the 
country, about a week ago the Associate 
Minister of Education, Hon Jan Tinetti, 
announced changes to NCEA which recognise 
the impact student and teacher absences due 
to COVID-19 and other winter illnesses have 
had on teaching, learning and assessment this 
year.  In 2022 these changes will result in 

students being entitled to 1 Learning Recognition Credit (LRC) for 
every 5 credits earned in 2022 through NCEA assessments, up to a 
maximum of: 

NCEA Level Maximum LRCs 

1 10 

2 8 

3 8 
 

Additionally, to receive a Certificate Endorsement, students will 
need 46 credits at Merit or Excellence level, instead of the usual 50.   
 

To be awarded University Entrance, students will need 14 credits in 
each of two UE Approved Subjects, and 12 credits in a third UE 
Approved Subject (they will also need to attain NCEA Level 3 and 
meet the regular literacy and numeracy requirements).   
 

The submission dates for some externally-assessed portfolios have 
also been moved back one week - this provides some relief but 
avoids overlap with end-of-year examinations.   
 

Our school welcomes these changes, even though we have managed 
to stay open for face-to-face learning for the most part, which many 
other schools across the country have not been able to do.  There is 
no doubt that many of our students who have themselves been 
away from school due to Covid and other illnesses, and who have 
also had their teachers away from school due to illnesses, have had 
their learning opportunities significantly impacted upon.  
 

Learning and Assessment 
At this point of the year a number of students, particularly at NCEA 
Level 2, have already gained the credits that they need to gain their 
level qualification.  We are very proud of these students, who have 

worked hard to get to this point.  However, school is more about 
learning than assessment and gaining credits.  One of the sad side-
effects of NCEA is that some students gain their qualification early 
and then think that they have finished for the year.  I remind these 
students that it is really important for them to understand that the 
focus of all schooling is on continuous learning in preparation for the 
future, which will, for all students, always include further learning, 
whether this is at tertiary institutions, or in a wide range of jobs and 
apprenticeships.  I also remind our students that even after they 
succeed with gaining tertiary qualifications, in a rapidly-changing 
world we must all keep learning all of the time.  We must all be life-
long learners.   
 

Almost all of our senior students will also be entered for external 
NCEA examinations in November.  Now is the time for them to 
prepare for these important exams, through putting in place a 
regular study programme, taking advantage of the opportunity to 
ask questions of their teachers over the remaining weeks before 
study leave begins on Wednesday 2 November, and using the 
internal practice exams and assessments which will happen in Week 
10 of this term to find out what they don’t know, so that they can 
find all the answers that they need to know in order to give themself 
the best opportunity to succeed in the external exams.  It is very 
important for our students to turn up and sit these exams, because 
it is extremely likely that in the near future beyond school they will 
need to sit exams in an exam-room situation in order to gain further 
qualifications.  To do so, practice and confidence in passing external 
examinations is a critical skill to have.   
 

New Zealand Cricket Selection 
Congratulations to Aria Mischewski who has 
been selected for the New Zealand Women’s 
Indoor Cricket team which will compete in the 
World Cup in Melbourne, Australia, from 8-15 
October.  It is an extraordinary achievement for 
a Year 12 girl who has just turned 17 to make 
this national women’s side.  Because this tournament is self-funded, 
Aria would greatly appreciate any donations from local businesses 
and service clubs to help her and her family to raise the $5,500 cost. 
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Student Council Workday 
As of today, the Student Council has taken in $5,439 following the 
Student Council Workday last Monday, which is very encouraging.  
Thank you very much to all those parents and employers who gave 
work to our students on Monday so that they could contribute to 
this fundraising venture.  I encourage parents to ensure that their 
son/daughter brings in the money they have raised as soon as 
possible please, if they have not already done so.  If your 
son/daughter did not work for some good reason, then we ask that 
you send in a note to your child’s Learning Coach to explain this.   
 
Mid-Term Break 
I remind parents that the Board has approved a mid-term break for 
our school on Monday 29 August.  The school will be closed on this 
day, but other local schools will not be closed.  This is also the first 
day of the Winter Tournament Week.  Both our College 1 netball 
team and our 1st XI girls’ hockey team will be attending North Island 
competitions during this week.  We wish them well. 
 
FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ PRESIDING MEMBER 
MRS NGAIRE TE AHU 

Triennial Board Elections 
At the close of nominations for the Parent Election, 
there were three nominations for the three 
available places on the Board.  All three were 
current Board members, Mr Chris Wright, Mrs Tia 
Wikaira-Wilson and Mrs Catherine Young who put 

themselves up for re-election.  Because there were three 
nominations for three available places, the Returning Officer, Mrs 
Grace Martin, has declared all three duly re-elected and that there 
is therefore no voting election required.  I thank all of these existing 
Board members very much for their continued dedication to 
improving the educational outcomes of all of our College students.  
Mr Kevin Rae was also re-elected as Staff Representative, so there is 
a definite continuity of experience which is very valuable for the 
Board. 
 

However, we are interested in co-opting up to two further Board 
members.  If you may be interested, please contact me by email at 
ngaire.teahu@gmail.com.  You might like to come along to a Board 
meeting or two, to see if being a Board member at the College is 
something that you would like to commit to. 
 

Parents will note from the heading of this article that the Board Chair 
is now known as the Board of Trustees’ Presiding Member as a result 
of recent legislative changes. 
 

Parent Help Requested for our Senior Ball  
Our Senior School Ball will go ahead on Saturday 10 September.  For 
smooth running that evening, we need some parent helpers please.  
A team of 6-8 parents is needed for outdoor security and working 
with the waiters.  If you are interested in helping out, please email 
Mrs Driver at jackie-driver@morrcoll.school.nz. 
 

Rotorua Lakes High School Exchange 
After a break of several years, we were very pleased on Tuesday this 
week to once again take part in a sports exchange with Rotorua 
Lakes High School.  We took 106 students and they represented the 
school really well.  It was a massive boost for our school sports as 
over the last few years with Covid there hasn’t been a lot to 
celebrate and the participant numbers in many of our sports have 
been dwindling, so events like this help provide motivation for 
students to continue playing sport. 
 

The Head Boy of Rotorua Lakes personally carved and created the 
marvellous taonga shown in the masthead of this newsletter, which 
Morrinsville College won 21-14 on the day and which Head Girl Lydia 
Hayden received and brought back to our school.  This will be 
contested again next year when we host the exchange here at 
Morrinsville College. 
Results were as follows: 
Netball:  Junior A won 32-31; Senior A lost 29-34. 
Basketball:  Junior Boys lost 40-81, Senior Boys won 52-44, Girls’ 
Mixed won 29-26. 
Football:  Girls’ 1st XI won 4-1, Boys’ 1st XI lost 1-6. 
Hockey:  Girls’ 1st XI won 3-2, Boys’ 1st XI drew 2-2. 
Rugby:  Under 15s won 33-24. 
 

Matamata/Morrinsville Cultural Exchange 
We are also very much looking forward to once again holding the 
annual Matamata/Morrinsville Cultural Exchange next Tuesday 23 
August.  It is the turn of Matamata College to host our school.  This 
day is very much a celebration of being Maaori, as many of our 
students contest events with their Ngaati Hauaa ‘cousins’ by taking 
part in kapa haka, debating, netball and basketball.  In particular, this 
is one of the highlights of the year for our excellent kapa haka roopu, 
who practise hard throughout the year and who have not been able 
to take part in the array of competitions that are usually available to 
them, but have not been due to Covid in recent years. 
 

Year 10 Camps 
Our postponed Year 10 Camps are also planned to go ahead in the 
Kauaeranga Valley next month, with Camp 1 running from Tuesday 
13 to Saturday 17 and Camp 2 from Saturday 17 to Wednesday 21 
September.  These camps are a ‘rite of passage’ for students at 
Morrinsville College.  We hope that most of our Year 10 students will 
attend and face up to the many challenges which are presented to 
them and which they will forever hold in their memories. 
 

Junior Extension and Enrichment Programme 
We are also looking forward to sending a group of about 45 of our 
identified Years 9 and 10 gifted and talented students up to the 
North Shore area from 7 to 9 September.  These students will stay at 
the Sir Peter Blake Marine Education and Recreation Centre (MERC) 
and undertake a number of activities, including an extension 
technology workshop at MOTAT, a visit to view the conservation 
programme at Tiritirimatangi Island and team-building at MERC. 
 
Talent Quest 
Our Arts Council also 
recently ran a very 
successful talent quest. 
There was a large line-up 
of very high-quality and 
talented students in a 
variety of acts.  It was a 
fantastically electric and 
very entertaining show, 
compered by our very 
capable Head Students.  
Congratulations to Joshua 
Sami who was placed 1st after wowing the crowd of students and 
staff with a dynamic and magical dance, to Ella Chambers and 
Rachel Wilson who finished 2nd with an outstanding dance routine 
and to Samuel Hoskins who, unaccompanied, beautifully sang a 
song from The Hunchback of Notre Dame.   
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Arts Council Photography Competition 
Our Arts Council recently ran a photography competition.  The topic 
this year was Better or Worse - The Environment.  The competitors 
were required to send in “an original photograph of how humans are 
affecting the planet.”  The competition was judged by the Arts 
Council members and our Librarian Mrs Angela Peters.  Prizes were 
generously sponsored by the Morrinsville Rotary Club.  
 

The winners were:  1st:  Megan Goodall - Reflection of Reality; 2nd:  
Olivia Matthews - Shipping Pollution; 3rd:  Tayla Cordery - Smoke 
Dispenser.  The three winning photographs are showcased at the 
end of this newsletter. 
 
School Speech Finals Evening 
Our annual Speech Finals Evening, sponsored by the local Morrinsville 
Rotary Club, will go ahead at 6.30pm next Wednesday 24 August in 
our school Library.  Parent supporters can find the Library by driving 
down the Caretaker’s driveway at 18 Alexandra Avenue, turning left 
and parking outside the Library in the parking spaces available or in 
the quad area.  Speech-making at Morrinsville College is a real 
strength so we are hopeful that there will be a good turnout of 
parents, students and Staff members to support this event.  There is 
no charge of course. 
 

College Cuisine 
Our Years 12 and 13 Home Economics students have been working 
for the last 10 weeks to plan, trial and organise their College Cuisine 
evening, where they need to invite 30 friends and whaanau along to 
their restaurant, where they will offer an exciting 3-course menu for 
their NCEA assessment.  Invitations have started to go out this week 
in time for our first evening on Wednesday 31 August.  We sincerely 
hope that our students’ friends and family will come along to 
support our senior students for what is always a special occasion, 
with some marvellous cuisine offered to tempt the taste-buds.   
 
OTHER RECENT SPORTS RESULTS 
Week 3  
Netball 
On Sunday our Open A team participated in the WBOP Secondary 
Schools’ Netball Tournament in the Premier Division.  While our girls 
didn't have any wins, they had some close games against excellent 
opposition.  Results were as follows: 
St Paul's Collegiate Premier 15-17; Trident High School 14-27; 
Waikato Diocesan Premier 11-21; Mount Maunganui College 
Premier 10-18; Tauranga Girls’ College Premier 12-15. 
Saturday Netball 
Open A won against HGHS Forsyth 30-20 
Senior A won against Nga Taiatea Wharekura Tuakana 28-21 
Junior Premier lost to HGHS Harnett 12-32 
Junior Development lost to Te Wharekura o Kirikiriroa Tau 11-23. 
 

Rugby 
We are very proud of our Under 15 rugby team who won a super 
tough game against a strong Hamilton Boys’ High School team last 
Saturday to win this year’s Waikato Secondary Schools’ Division A 
competition by 29-26.  Down by seven points at half-time, our boys 
stormed back in the second half so that we were leading by 10 points 
with 10 minutes to go.  However, when HBHS scored and converted 
late in the game, the margin was only three points.  In a tense finish, 
our boys defended heroically.  Stand-out players in this game were 
Billy Aitchison, Rico Dare, Caleb Garrett and Jayden van Kessel, but 
this was very much a team performance and all of our players 
deserve congratulations.  
 

A very big thank you to the team’s wonderful supporters throughout 
the season and a special thank you to coaches Mr Thomas Pilkinton, 
Mr Colin Vette, Mr Vance Symon, Mr Callum Flynn and a special 
thanks to Mr Ryan McIntyre for his diligent support on and off the 
field as “water boy”!   
 

 
 

Get2Go – Adventure Racing 
Congratulations to our two teams who recently entered the Get2Go 
Adventure Racing competition.  Special congratulation to our 
Morrinsville 1 team who finished 3rd out of 24 schools.  Team 
members were:  Alex Harris, Jakob Byers, Lucas Hadj-Blaha, Jacob 
Hagoort, Sofia Bonnar, Abrina Chong, Kayley McMillan, Zoe Young. 
Our Morrinsville 2 team also did well, finishing 15th.  Team members 
were:  Jordyn Bell, Emelia Fu, Paige Nicholls, Piyathida Yala, Caleb 
Garrett, Tom Hornsey, Cole McMahon-Graham, Jayden van Kessel. 
 

Lacrosse 
Some great lacrosse is being played at the moment by all of our 
teams.  The scores do not reflect the passion, teamwork and 
improvement in all players.  Our boys played Te Awamutu College 
Premier who are a very good side with a lot of senior players.  Our 
boys took the game to them and while it was an eventual loss, it was 
only in the last quarter that the opposition scored many of their 
goals.  Being the youngest team in the tournament is an uphill battle 
but the whole team is playing amazingly well.  All other opposition 
teams and officials have commented how skilled our boys are and 
that they keep improving and never give up.  Special mention to Sam 
Millar for stepping up when we needed him in goal, to Blake 
Mikkelsen for picking up almost every ground ball, and to Alex Bale 
for making some big hits on defence.  The result was a 5-15 loss. 
 

Premier Girls lost to Diocesan 7-11.  This was another hard-fought 
game, with lots of attacking, strong teamwork and some slick moves 
from our team.  Samantha Reyes, our goalie, was under continual 
attack, but she kept her composure and stopped numerous goals. 
 

Development Team had a narrow 9-13 loss to Cambridge HS.  This 
was a close game, with our players showing a lot of determination 
both on attack and defence. 
 

Waikato Lacrosse Selection  
Congratulations to our Head Girl, Lydia Hayden, 
on her selection for the Waikato Under 18 
lacrosse team. 
 

Basketball 
Congratulations to our Kingfisher Senior Boys’ 
Gold team who defeated Te Awamutu Kikorangi in their final and 
won the A Grade Division 2 competition. 
In the final of the Junior A Grade Division 2 competition, our 
Kingfisher Junior Boys’ Gold team lost to Kaokorangi Patetere and so 
finished runners-up.  Congratulations to this team on a successful 
season. 
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In a play-off for 3rd and 4th in the Waikato A Grade Division 1 
competition, our senior girls lost to TWKNPOTA Wahine.  Our team 
has had a great season. 
In a play-off for 3rd and 4th in the A Grade Division 2 competition, our 
Kingfisher Senior Boys’ Blue team lost to Putaruru College Senior 
Boys.  This team has also had a very good season. 
Our Kingfisher Junior Boys’ Blue team defeated Putaruru College 
Junior B.   
 

Hockey 
1st XI Girls lost to HGHS 2nd XI 0-4 
1st XI Boys won against Te Awamutu College XI. 
 

Week 2 Term3 
Basketball – Semi-final games 
Senior Girls lost to Cambridge HS Premier. 
Kingfisher Sen Boys’ Gold won against our Kingfisher Sen Boys’ Blue. 
Kingfisher Jun Boys’ Gold won against Putaruru College Junior A. 
Kingfisher Jun Boys’ Blue lost to Cambridge HS Junior Dev. 
 

Hockey 
1st XI Girls won against Cambridge HS 2nd XI 6-0. 
1st XI Boys won against St John’s College 2nd XI 5-0. 
 

Lacrosse 
Premier Girls lost to Matamata College A 4-13. 
Development team won against Matamata College B 11-4. 
Boys lost to HBHS Red 9-15. 
 

Rugby 
1st XV drew 12-12 against St John’s College Development XV. 
U15 won their semi-final against Forest View HS U15 59-0. 
 

Football 
Girls’ 1st XI lost to Hillcrest HS 1-4. 
Boys’ 1st XI lost to HBHS Black 1-5. 
Girls’ Junior Dev lost to Raglan Area School 1-9. 
Boys’ Junior lost to Cambridge HS 1-2. 

Netball 
Open A won against HGHS Taumaunu 38-22. 
Senior A lost to Cambridge HS Kauri 19-36. 
Junior Premier won against Waikato Diocesan 10A 31-22. 
Junior Development lost to Hillcrest HS 10A 13-19. 
 
COMING EVENTS 

Tuesday 23 August Matamata Cultural Exchange 

Wednesday 24 August Speech Finals Evening 

Sun 28 Aug – Fri 2 Sept Winter Tournament Week 

Monday 29 August Morrinsville College Mid-Term Break 

Monday 5 September Sports/Cultural Photos 

Wed 7 to Fri 9 Sept JEEP MERC Trip 

Saturday 10 September Senior School Ball 

Tue 13 – Sat 17 Sept Year 10 Camp 1 

Wednesday 14 Sept BOT Meeting 

Sat 17 – Wed 21 Sept Year 10 Camp 2 

Friday 23 September Shave for a Cure 

Mon 26 – Fri 30 Sept Senior Internal Exams/Assessments 

Friday 30 September End of Term 3 

Monday 17 October Start of Term 4 

Monday 24 October Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 26 October Cultural Prizegiving 

Tuesday 1 November Sports Prizegiving 

Wednesday 2 November Last day for seniors 

Wednesday 2 November Senior EOY reports available on portal 

Mon 21 – Fri 25 November Year 9 Camps at Pauanui 

Tuesday 29 November Year 13 Graduation Dinner at Viligrad’s 

Mon 7 Nov – Fri 2 Dec NZQA External Exams 

Tuesday 6 December Senior Prizegiving 7pm 

Thursday 8 December Junior Prizegiving 10.30am 

Thursday 8 December Junior EOY reports available on portal 

Tuesday 8 December Touch Rugby Nationals 

Thursday 8 December  End of school year  

 

 

 

  Megan Goodall - Reflection of Reality                  Olivia Matthews - Shipping Pollution                  Tayla Cordery - Smoke Dispenser   


