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13 September 2022 
 
SPECIAL NEWSLETTER  
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers and Students 
 
New long-term strategy for COVID-19 
 
You will be aware that New Zealand has now moved to a new long-term approach to COVID-19.  These 
changes have been made by Cabinet based on public health advice and reflect high levels of immunity 
and declining case numbers across New Zealand. 
 
This new approach will result in some changes to the way in which we operate here at school, while 
some things will not change: 

• Household contacts of a person with COVID-19 do not need to isolate, but instead are asked to 
complete a RAT test each day, for five days.  Therefore, students and staff who are household 
contacts but test negative and do not have COVID-19 symptoms are able to continue to attend 
school.  This is good news as school is the best place for students to be so that they can be engaged 
in their learning, and connected with their teachers, classmates and friends 

• Information on how to get RAT kits can be found here: Request a RAT– Ministry of Health  

• Mask wearing is no longer required in schools 

• All of the other recommended public health measures will stay in place, as we know that they reduce 
the spread of infectious illnesses, including COVID-19 and flu.  These include ensuring that our indoor 
spaces are well-ventilated, that we all maintain good hand hygiene and that we encourage everyone 
to cough or sneeze into elbows 

• Most importantly, if any student or staff member is feeling unwell, they must stay at home and 
take a RAT test if they have any symptoms which may be COVID-19 

• Any student or staff member who presents as unwell at school will be asked to go home. 
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY IMPLICATIONS 
You will also be aware that Cabinet has decided that New Zealand will observe a public holiday on 
Monday 26 September to mark the passing of Queen Elizabeth II.  This means that we have had to make 
some changes to our school planner.  In particular, our senior exams which were to have run in the last 
week of this term will now begin the previous Friday 23 September and they will still run for five days.  
Senior students will have study leave during these five days which will commence from the start of 
the day on Friday 23, even though the exams will not commence until the afternoon that day as we 
must set up the PAC for these exams in the morning, following our Dance and Drama Showcase the 
previous evening which cannot be shifted. 
 
Our internal exams will once again take on increased importance this year as our teachers collect evidence 
as a back-stop in case any students contract Covid and are unable to attend their NCEA external exams in 
November.  Results from these internal exams will help teachers to look at evidence and recommend 
derived grades should these be necessary. 
 
Our exam timetable was sent out two weeks’ ago to our students’ school email addresses, but with this 
change of dates there have been some changes which are shown in the new exam timetable which is 
attached to this newsletter. 
 

https://requestrats.covid19.health.nz/?_ga=2.172757601.3975240.1662597008-1471031908.1652402260


 
 
Our internal exams are compulsory for all senior students (unless they and their teacher have agreed that 
they do not need to sit their internal exam) and any student not coming in to school to sit their exam will 
need to do so at a later date. 
 
All senior students who are on study leave from Friday 23 September only need to come in to school to 
attend their exams.  When they do not have scheduled exams they are expected to be studying at home.  
If they are a bus student then we can provide rooms for them to study in when they are not actually sitting 
exams. 
 
The morning exam will run from 9am to 12pm, with the afternoon exam running from 1pm until 4pm.  
Some bus students may therefore need to arrange alternative transport to get home if they have an 
afternoon exam. 
 
Some exam rules: 

• Students must wear correct uniform in the exams 

• They must gather under the Canteen canopy 15 minutes before each of their exams, to be brought into 
the PAC 

• No cell-phones are allowed to be brought into the exam room.  They must be in the student’s school 
bag at the back of the PAC in silent mode 

• All pens, pencils and calculators can only be brought into the exam room in a clear, see-through snap-
lock-type plastic bag 

• Drink bottles may be brought into the exam, but they must be clear plastic with no writing on them 

• Those students requiring reader/writers will be collected at the PAC before the exam begins 

• Students having an exam clash must see Mrs Keightley at the Office before the study leave period 
begins to arrange another exam session in which to sit one of their exams. 

 

Attendance at the Queen’s Funeral 
We have learnt that ex-student Greg Gifford, who is currently an Acting Sergeant in the New Zealand 
Army, has been chosen to be part of the New Zealand contingent to represent Aotearoa at the Queen's 
funeral.  Greg has already left the country to be at the funeral.  This is a massive honour and definitely 
something that his family and we feel very proud of. 
 
Of course, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, who is also an ex-student of this school, will also be attending 
the funeral in London. 
  

 
John Inger 
Principal 
 



 
 


