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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR  
Chair and Deputy Chairs 2021 
At our February monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees I was humbled to be re-
elected Board Chair and the three existing 
Deputy Chairs were also re-elected.  For the 
sake of parents new to the school, these 
Deputy Chairs are Ms Tia Wikaira, Mr 
Matthew Judge and Mrs Catherine Young. 

Mr Inger’s Resignation 
At our February meeting Mr Inger advised the Board that he will be 
retiring at the end of 2022.  This was not an unexpected 
announcement, as Mr Inger advised the Board late last year that his 
retirement was imminent.  By the end of this year Mr Inger will have 
been at Morrinsville College for 31 years.  He was initially Deputy 
Principal for five years, before succeeding Mr Dick Gwatkin in January 
1997.  When he leaves us at the end of this year, Mr Inger will have 
served our community outstandingly well as Principal for the last 26 
years, which makes him quite easily the longest-serving Principal of 
our school and this during an era where his role has become 
increasingly complex and often difficult.  I am sure that the 
community is extremely grateful to Mr Inger for his strong and 
visionary leadership throughout good times and bad, for leading the 
significantly improved pastoral and academic performance of our 
students during this time and for maintaining the excellent reputation 
of this school within and beyond our community.   
 

The Board will now be planning a process to replace Mr Inger.  This 
process is likely to begin sometime in Term 2.   
 
Paid Union Meeting 
I remind parents that our teachers will be holding a Paid Union 
Meeting this coming Thursday 24 February, commencing at 1pm.  As 
the Principal cannot provide adequate supervision for students on 
Thursday afternoon, the Board will be pleased if parents/caregivers 
able to do so can make arrangements for their sons and daughters to 
go home at 1pm, at the conclusion of the fourth period.  School buses 
will, however, run at the usual time at the end of the day for those 
who need to use them. 

 
If parents/caregivers cannot make alternative arrangements for their 
sons or daughters to go home at 1pm, or, for some other reason, they 
wish them to be supervised at school on Thursday afternoon, then 
the Principal will endeavour to organise and provide supervision.  To 
enable the Principal to make the necessary arrangements, 
parents/caregivers who wish their son/daughter to be supervised at 
school on the afternoon of Thursday 24 February are asked to advise  
the College Office (8898308) by tomorrow. 
 

Ngaire Te Ahu 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
MR JOHN INGER 
Head Students 
I am pleased to announce the head students 
for 2022.  Our Head Girl is Lydia Hayden and 
our Head Boy is Marcus Taupo.  Deputy Head 
Girl is Seren Stevens and Deputy Head Boy is 
Ashton Rogers.  These people can be seen on 

the masthead of this newsletter. 
I am confident that these four people will do a fine job.  Once again 
this year, candidates for Head Boy and Head Girl positions all received 
job descriptions and filled out applications, before a committee of 
two of our Senior Leadership Team members, two other staff 
members and our Student Representative on the Board of Trustees 
undertook interviews to shortlist the candidates.  This was a 
particularly difficult job as there was once again a lot of interest from 
our Year 13 cohort in gaining these important leadership positions 
and many of these students are excellent leaders who have shown 
through previous service to the school or in the community that they 
could easily have filled the Head Students’ roles.  It is very pleasing to 
see that our school is developing so many excellent leaders, as was 
clearly shown at the recent very successful Year 13 Leadership Camp 
held at Totara Springs.  I am sure that the work that we do in our 
learning hubs must take a lot of the credit for this. With 14 students, 
9 girls and 5 boys, putting their names forward and being interviewed, 
this process took all day, and then the short-listing panel had to 
convene for some time in order to decide the three boys and three 



MORRINSVILLE COLLEGE – NEWSLETTER NO. 3 MONDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2022 

girls who would have an opportunity to make presentations to all of 
the students of the school.  These presentations took place last 
Thursday morning and I am pleased to say that they were consistently 
of a very high standard.  Our Years 12 and 13 students and Staff then 
voted to select the head students for 2022.  It was a close-fought 
election. 
 

I am sure that for all of those people who applied for these important 
positions the experience will have resulted in personal growth and an 
excellent insight into what is required in many job applications these 
days.  Congratulations to all applicants. 
 

PTA Academic Awards 
Each year the College’s Parent Teacher Association presents a 
monetary award to the top-achieving students of the previous year at 
Years 11 and 12, with NCEA Level 1 and NCEA Level 2.  I am expecting 
the same thing to happen this year, but we are currently waiting for 
the reconsiderations and recounts to be undertaken, before finalising 
these award winners.  We are expecting to be able to make an 
announcement in early March after all results are finalised.   
 
Senior House Captains 2022 
I am pleased to announce the Senior House Captains for 2022.  These 
people were elected by the Kaitiaki and learning coaches of their 
Houses last week.  There are some very good leaders amongst them. 
 

Alexandra 
Leaders:  Leah Martin and Cole Craig 
Deputies:  Kasey Jackson and Ben Rollerson 
Campbell 
Leaders:  Maddison Fowler and Ciaran Finucane 
Deputies:  Keira Wilton and Jenna Durran-Wolff 
Lincoln 
Leaders:  Ana Antoraz and Max Hazelton 
Deputies:  Alyssa Kay and Gary Joubert 
Studholme 
Leaders:  Merrill Abapo and Liam Perez Moraga 
Deputies:  Larnie McMillan and Geronimo Garcia Banuelos 
 

Junior House Captains 2022 
The Junior House Captains for 2022 were announced at Junior 
Prizegiving on our last day of school in 2021.  Congratulations to the 
following emerging young leaders: 
Alexandra 
Leaders:  Becca Aitchison and Bryleigh Fletcher 
Deputies:  Brooke Edwards and Skylah-Bailey Woolford 
Campbell 
Leaders:  Hannah McMahon-Graham and Caleb Garrett 
Deputies:  Manjot Banga and Tom Hornsey 
Lincoln 
Leaders:  Paige Nicholls and Jacob Hagoort 
Deputies:  Gracie Johns and Rita Bhandari 
Studholme 
Leaders:  Natasha Wilson and Jakob Byers 
Deputies:  Jordyn Bell and Lucas Hadj-Blaha 
 

Year 9 Parent Welcome Evening  
We held our Year 9 Parent Welcome Evening via Zoom last 
Wednesday evening.  I thank those families who joined us.  It was 
nice to be able to introduce myself and the Year 9 Dean Miss Megan 
Chambers, before DP Mr Bruce Forsyth explained how parents can 
interpret the e-asTTle testing data which we sent home to you with 
your son or daughter last Tuesday.  A very important message from 
this presentation was that this cohort of Year 9 students is no 
different to most such cohorts who have come to us in the past, in 

terms of their Reading literacy and Number numeracy being on 
average a little behind the national mean when they were tested late 
in Term 3 last year.  We have consistently shown that particularly in 
Years 9 and 10 we can help all of these students to catch up so that 
many reach the national mean by the time that they reach Year 11 
so that when NCEA comes along they can achieve well.  Please also 
understand that this data is a one-off test and that some students 
will not have performed as well as they could have on the day of the 
testing.  However, e-asTTle is a very good tool for analysing the 
strengths and weaknesses of every student so that our teachers can 
focus on improving the weaknesses that the testing shows.  Please 
also understand that there is no implied criticism of the teaching at 
our feeder schools, which we believe to be of a good standard. 
 
 

Swimming  
Our House competition began on Wednesday last week when we 
held our swimming heats.  These went off well, with good levels of 
participation and good House spirit shown.  It was good to see senior 
students, including especially our House Captains, encouraging 
others in their House to participate.  The House competition results 
on the day were as follows:  
1st  Alexandra – 200 points 
2nd  Campbell – 198 points 
3rd  Lincoln  173 – points 
4th  Studholme – 136 points 
 

Our swimming heats were then followed by the swimming finals on 
Friday afternoon.  Unfortunately, this year we could not have the 
whole school in attendance due to Covid restrictions on numbers 
and only those students who starred at the swimming heats were 
able to be present and compete.  The afternoon went off very well.  
The highlight was Ashton Rogers breaking the record in the Senior 

Boys’ three-lengths freestyle.  Ashton set 
a new record of 52.87s, beating the 
previous record of Paul Hoekstra set in 
2002 of 52.98s.  Ashton also narrowly 
missed setting another record in the one-
length freestyle by just .01 or one 100th of 
a second, and he was also .18 seconds away 
from beating the one-length butterfly 
record.  
The competition winners and placegetters 
were as follows: 

Junior Girls:  1st Rylee Davie, 2nd Sabrina Chong, 3rd Kayley McMillan. 
Intermediate Girls:  1st Ayla Davie, 2nd Jordyn Bell, 3rd Kate van Vliet. 
Senior Girls:  1st Brooke Bell, 2nd Kacie Silvester, 3rd Charlotte Wells. 
Junior Boys:  1st Rhys Gibberd, 2nd Jacob Lammas, 3rd Peyton 
Chambers. 
Intermediate Boys:  1st Alex Harris, 2nd Matt Bruin, 3rd Billy Aitchison. 
Senior Boys:  1st Ashton Rogers, 2nd Cole Craig, 3rd Noah Admiraal. 
House results: 
1st Alexandra – 216 points 
2nd Lincoln – 189 points 
3rd Studholme – 165 points 
4th Campbell – 159 points. 
 

Cricket 
Morrinsville College 1st XI v Cambridge High School 2nd XI 
After the departure of many senior players at the end of last year, 
Morrinsville College is in a rebuilding phase with our 1st XI boys’ 
cricket team, fielding a very young team this year, with six Year 9 and 
four Year 10 players making up the bulk of the team.  On Saturday 
they came up against the Cambridge High School 2nd XI.   
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Batting first, after the loss of a wicket in the first over without a run 
on the board, a very good second wicket partnership developed 
between Morrinsville batsmen Alex Dewhurst and Sam Rankin for the 
second wicket.  This pair took the score through to 70 before Alex was 
dismissed for 15.  Unfortunately, Sam lost his wicket in the same over, 
being dismissed for 32 and from then on it was all Cambridge High 
School as our boys were all out for 103.  The only other resistance 
came from Jacob Hagoort who made 20 runs. 
 
 

While the Morrinsville College bowlers bowled quite well, the 
Cambridge batsmen were always on top, getting to their target with 
only one wicket down.  The successful bowler was Year 9 left arm 
medium pacer Yuvraj Rai. 
 
Volleyball 
Waikato Secondary Schools’ volleyball began for our girls’ and boys’ 
premier teams over the weekend.  Our girls played very well and 
came away with two good wins against Tai Wananga and Cambridge 
High School.  Meanwhile, our boys were beaten in their two games 
against Hamilton Boys’ High School and Rototuna Senior High School. 
 
School Sport NZ Notice 
Like many parents no doubt, I am concerned that many sports events 
will be unable to take place over the next six to eight weeks due to 
the current Covid outbreak and restrictions.  For some students this 
will be a real setback which will have a negative impact.  I here include 
parts of a newsletter sent out by School Sport NZ which I received this 
morning, for the information of parents. 

Since March 2020, 80% of the events on the School Sport NZ calendar 
have been cancelled. We are once again facing a significant challenge 
to deliver events against the backdrop of increasing COVID 19 
community transmission across most areas of Aotearoa New 
Zealand.  
 

School Sport NZ has sought feedback from a range of stakeholders in 
relation to the continuation of the events scheduled on the Term 1 
calendar.  In consultation with national sport partners, it is clear that 
many events are unable to continue under their current formats.  
Many secondary schools consulted nationally have indicated that they 
will not be attending sanctioned School Sport NZ events during Term 
1, identifying challenges such as: 

• Isolation requirements of students and staff attending events 

• Significant extra health and safety protocols that will need to 
be incorporated to attend events 

• The significant resource required for schools to manage 
confirmed and close contact cases  

• The financial risk to schools and families given the uncertainty 
of the coming months. 

 

The Board of School Sport NZ is acutely aware of the pressure that 
Principals will be under at this time and fully support those schools 
which have chosen to limit their sporting activity during Term 1. 
 

However, School Sport NZ recognises the importance of sport to 
student wellbeing, connections to friends, and creating a sense of 
belonging to their school. The intent at the Red Traffic Light level is to 
allow sport to take place where it is safe to do so.  
 

There are many students and schools across the country that wish to 
participate in sport at this time, particularly regional and modified 
offerings.  In support of those sports and schools wishing to 
participate safely, School Sport NZ will continue to sanction events 
where: 

• A detailed Health and Safety plan has been submitted to School 
Sport NZ showing it can operate safely within Red settings, at least 
4 weeks in advance of the event taking place 

• The event has consulted with schools and has received assurances 
that teams will participate at least four weeks in advance of the 
event taking place. 

This decision allows sport to continue where it is safe to do so and 
empowers schools to make choices that are appropriate for its 
communities. 
 

Finally, the restriction to participation in School Sport NZ sanctioned 
events for vaccinated students against COVID 19 aged 12 years and 
over will continue to be reviewed against all further Government 
updates. 
John Inger 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday 23 February Student ID and Hub photos 

Wed 23 to Sat 26 February Mana Wahine Trip 

Sun 27 Feb to Wed 2 March Year 13 Geo/Bio field trip 

Tuesday 8 March Octathlon 

Wed 9 to Thu 10 March Year 13 Mountain Biking trip 

Friday 11 March Athletics Finals 

Monday 14 March Year 12 Geo/Bio Field Trip 

Tue 15 to Sat 19 March Year 10 Camp 1 

Sat 19 to Wed 23 March Year 10 Camp 2 

Tuesday 22 March Wai/BOP Athletics Champs 

Mon 28 to Wed 30 March Year 13 History Trip 

Sat 2 and Sun 3 April NISS Athletics Champs 

Thursday 13 April Teacher-Only Day – Term 1 ends 

Friday 14 April Good Friday  

Monday 2 May Term 2 begins 

Friday 8 July Term 2 ends 



 

 

Swimming 
Finals 
2022 


