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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
It was very encouraging to see large 
numbers of parents attending our 
Parent Interviews Evening on 
Wednesday this week, after our Interim 
Reports were posted online for parents 
last week.  Especially at around 4pm, and 
for the next couple of hours, the PAC 

was teeming with people.  I wonder where else in the world this 
could happen right now and feel very grateful that we live in New 
Zealand where COVID is under control!  We know that the 
partnership between parents and teachers is critical in ensuring 
successful outcomes for students, so this turnout was an extremely 
positive sign.  I was in the PAC for most of the three-and-a-half 
hours and talked to a lot of parents during that time.  The 
overwhelming feeling was that their sons and daughters are 
enjoying their learning experience at Morrinsville College, which 
was very encouraging. 
 
Cyber Safety Presentation 
It was, however, very disappointing that fewer than 40 people 
attended the recent Kaahui Ako Online Cyber Safety presentation 
by Rob and Zareen Sheikh-Cope, despite this being well-advertised 
in all of our cluster schools.  What they talked about was absolutely 
scary and it is clear that many young people, behind their parents’ 
backs, are being exposed to pornography, hyper-sexualisation, 
cyber-bullying and large numbers of predators on just about every 
site.  Interestingly, their research has shown that sexual predators 
are now dominated by young people in the 12-16 years age-group, 
from all over the world.  Their clear message to parents was to keep 
a very close eye on your children who are online and the apps that 
they download.  Do not allow them to have cellphones or other 
devices until they reach a semi-adult maturity level, limit online 
time each day, tell them about the dangers of predators and 
encourage them to talk to you about the ‘friends’ that they are 
making online, because many of these people are actually 
predators hiding behind fake aliases. 

Sports Results 
The following results were given to me 
immediately after my last newsletter; 
hence the theirlate publication. 
 
School Records  
I am delighted to announce that at our 
Athletics Sports this year two long-standing 
records were broken.  Congratulations to 
Alicia Craig who won the Senior Girls’ 800m 
and set a new record of 2.32.88, beating 
the previous school record achieved by 
Melissa Parry in 2000 of 2.33.90.  
Congratulations too to Cody Beatson who 
won the Junior Boys’ 200m in the time of 
25.07, beating the previous record set 42 
years’ ago in 1979 by A Howe of 25.60.  
 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Athletics Results 
A small team of athletes qualified at the Central Zone Athletics to 
attend the high-level Waikato/BOP Athletics Champs.  For any 
student to finish in the top six at this level is a fine result.  The 
highlight was Aaron Daysh’s 2nd placing in the Intermediate Boys’ 
High Jump, which was an excellent result. 
The results were as follows: 
Cody Beatson - 4th Junior Boys’ 100m, 6th 
200m  
Alex Dewhurst - 12th Junior Boys’ Javelin 
Teeka Randell - 5th Intermediate Girls’ 
100m, 4th 200m  
Jameelah Warner-Morris - 6th Intermediate 
Girls’ High Jump 
Zaahir Ali - 5th Intermediate Boys’ Triple 
Jump 
Aaron Daysh - 2nd Intermediate Boys’ High Jump, 7th Long Jump 
Alicia Craig - 5th Senior Girls’ 800m. 
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Central Zone Athletics Results 
At the earlier Central Zone Athletics, we took a big team.  The 
following were top 6 results:   
Jordyn Bell - 5th Junior Girls’ 300m 
Teeka Randell - 4th Intermediate Girls’ 100m, 6th 200m 
Olivia Day - 6th Intermediate Girls’ 400m, 5th 80m Hurdles 
Jameelah Warner-Morris - 4th Intermediate Girls’ High Jump 
Charlotte Wells - 6th Intermediate Girls’ Javelin  
Alicia Craig - 4th Senior Girls’ 800m 
Holly Aitchison - 5th Senior Girls’ Triple Jump 
Cody Beatson - 3rd Junior Boys’ 100m, 3rd 200m 
Tom Hornsey - 6th Junior Boys’ 300m  
Alex Dewhurst - 4th Junior Boys’ Javelin 
Blake Martin - 4th Intermediate Boys’ 100m Hurdles 
Aaron Daysh - 6th Intermediate Boys’ Long Jump, 3rd High Jump 
Zaahir Ali - 6th Intermediate Boys’ Triple Jump. 
 
Swimming Success 
On the Saturday of the Easter break Ashton 
Rogers and Ayla Davie competed in the 
2021 Aquaknights Secondary Schools’ 
Open Water Swimming Championships.  
This is a new event on the swimming 
calendar and encompasses secondary 
school swimmers from Waikato, Bay of 
Plenty, Taranaki, Poverty Bay and Hawkes 
Bay.  It was held at Mt Maunganui and both 
Morrinsville College students swam the 
2.8km Around Rabbit Island course.  
 

Ashton won a silver medal, coming 2nd in the male 16-19yr 
category and Ayla came 7th in the female 14-15yr division.  
 

South Island Rugby Tour Report 
Our rugby development team is having a wonderful time on their 
lower South Island tour.  The tour group had the privilege of 
attending the Highlanders vs Chiefs game in Dunedin last Saturday, 
which the Chiefs got home to win in extra golden point time, no 
doubt due to the support of our touring group!  
 

Our boys played their first game of the tour against Taieri College, 
after being warmly welcomed onto the school with a mihi 
whakatau.  In very wet conditions, our boys showed a few nerves 
at the start of the game and Taieri opened the scoring, before our 
boys got back into it with a try to Ernie Aitchison, which was 
unconverted.  Taieri got on top of our boys for the remainder of 
the half, although Grant Vollebregt made a good break which 
resulted in Ethan Court scoring an excellent try, so that the half-

time score was 10-27.  In the second half our boys played better 
and gained a little bit of dominance in the last quarter, with a good 
try to Cole Craig who made a great break through a few defenders 
and dotted down.  Ethan Court ended up scoring a double for the 
day with a blistering run around the backline to score under the 
posts to finish the game at 20-44.   
 

The touring group has since visited Queenstown where they had a 
wonderful day involved in a range of exciting activities that are 
available, and some excellent sight-seeing opportunities, including 
when they crossed the Cardrona Range, visited the ski field and had 
lunch beside the beautiful Lake Wanaka, before heading to 
Crossfire for archery, rifle range, clay bird shooting and the golf 
driving range.  It turns out that we have some serious ‘snipers’ in 
the group! 
 

The boys have since played their second game against the very 
strong Dunstan High School, in which we were well-beaten, but 
spirits remain high and everyone is having a wonderful time. 
 
Outdoor Bowls 
After Covid-19 cancellations in 2020 and weather delays in 2021, it 
has finally been possible to play the College tournament.  All 
sections were finished on Thursday 8th April, just before the 
season closed.  The winners were as follows: 
Triples: Ethan Court, Paul Williamson, Jourden Picknell-Worsnop 
Pairs: Paul Williamson, Jourden Picknell-Worsnop 
Singles: Chloe Smith 
 

Many thanks go to the members of the Morrinsville Bowling Club 
who have supported the College by setting up the greens and 
providing coaching for our students.  The College has now been 
invited to enter teams for the regional tournament between 
Taranaki, Hawkes Bay and Waikato later this year once the new 
season commences.  It is hoped that the national tournament is 
also able to go ahead before the end of the year following the 
cancellation last year and the postponement this year. 

Games Club 
Mr Nick Smith has been running a 
Games Club on one lunchtime 
each week.  It has been very 
popular, with around 20 students 
consistently attending each week. 
 

We are very grateful that Mr 
Smith’s friend who owns a store in 
Auckland called Hobby Games has 
donated a number of games to 
our school to be used by our Games Club.  It is interesting that we 
have learnt that around 4000 new games are designed and 
released each year.  As a plug for Hobby Games, their team will be 
able to give you some good suggestions if you're interested in 
buying something new for your dusty old games cupboard. 
 

Ethan Court, Paul Williamson, Jourden Picknell-Worsnop and Chloe Smith 

Pairs: Paul Williamson, Jourden Picknell-Worsnop 

Singles: Chloe Smith 
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The Tooth Fairy 
The Tooth Fairy mobile dental unit is finishing 
up at our school today.  Over the last term 
they have seen just over 100 students, some 
of whom have not seen a dentist for several 
years.  While we had hoped that a few more 
students would have taken advantage of this 
opportunity, there is a really good chance 
that the unit will come on site again early next 
year and hopefully a few more students will 
sign up. 
 

The names of all of those students who used 
the service went into a draw today to win a 
flash electric toothbrush unit and the lucky 
winner was Year 13 student Alby Johnson.  Alby thought it was 
absolutely awesome to win this toothbrush, as can be seen from 
the attached photograph.  Alby was wearing protective glasses at 
the time of the presentation as he was working in the wood shop. 
 

Recent Camps 

There have been a number of recent camps and field trips which 
are always very memorable outdoor education experiences for our 
students and they certainly help them to gain many NCEA credits 
as well.  Last week I once again took part in the Year 13 
Geography/Biology field trip to Tongariro, which was a very 
enjoyable experience for the forty-nine students who went along.  
As we usually do, a field study was undertaken in the Mangatepopo 
Valley at the base of Mt Tongariro, which is also the beginning of 
the Tongariro Crossing.  After the research was undertaken, all of 
the students did extremely well to climb the Devil’s Staircase to 
South Crater, with 12 students going on to complete the arduous 
20km Crossing and a further 22 students climbing to Red Crater 
which is the highest point on the Crossing.  Our students will carry 
these memories with them for the rest of their lives. 

The Year 12 Military Services Academy group of students also 
participated in the practical testing phase for their Tramping, 
Navigation and Camping assessments, conducted in the Waitawheta 
Valley.  While they got a bit wet on the last day as they tramped out, 
the students I have spoken to all very much enjoyed the experience 
which was provided to them by Staff Lee Hawkes, accompanied by 
our very capable 24/7 Youth Worker Samantha Bonnar.  

Another recent outdoor education field trip was the Year 13 Sports 
Studies Mountain-Biking Camp to complete the epic and 
picturesque 90km Pureora Timber Trail.  This is not an easy trail to 
ride and it was definitely a challenge for our students and, for some 
of them, a bit of a painful experience on their backsides if they did 
not have padded bike pants.   

 

COMING EVENTS 
Fri 16 April End of Term 1 

Sat 17 April Te Puaawaitanga Reunion 

Sun 25 April ANZAC Day service, 10.30am Howie Park 

Mon 3 May Term 2 begins 

Fri 7 to Sun 9 May Years 11-13 Future Beef trip to Hastings 

Mon 10 to Wed 12 May Year 13 History /Te Ao Maaori Trip 

Thur 13 May Science Roadshow 

Thur 13 May BOT Meeting 

Fri 14 to Sat 15 May Duke of Edinburgh trip 

Tue 18 to Fri 21 May Waikato Taniwharau Trip 

Wed 19 May Waikato NCEA Teacher-Only Day 

Fri 21 – Thur 27 May Antigone Drama Production 

Thur 3 June School Cross Country 

Fri 4 June CoL Teacher-Only Day 

Mon 7 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Wed 7 July Mid-Year Parent Interviews 

Fri 9 July Term 2 Ends 

Mon 26 July Term 3 Begins 

 

 


