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FROM THE PRINCIPAL MR JOHN INGER 
Student Council Workday 
There continues to be a trickle of Workday 
funds coming in for the Student Council’s 
project to build a bus shelter near our main 
gate under the oaks.  We hope that our 
students can get all of this money in this week 
so that we are able to publish a final total 
that has been raised.  At the moment this 
total is $7,818.  We appeal to those parents 

who have not yet advised their son’s/daughter’s learning coach if 
they did not participate on Workday to let them know, either in a 
short note or via email.  Once again, on behalf of the Student 
Council, I thank all those parents and local employers who gave 
work to our students on the Workday. 
 
Speech Finals Evening 
Morrinsville College has a proud tradition of producing outstanding 
public speakers and this was once again clearly shown at the recent 
Speech Finals Evening held in our school Library.  The standard of 
speeches was simply magnificent and in many ways it was unfair to 
have to decide winners for each of the year levels, because every 
student who presented their speech was a winner on the night.  
The judges, who were Mr Murray Feast and Mrs Shelley Good from 
the local Morrinsville Rotary Club which annually sponsors this 
event, and our former Learning Area Leader of English, Mrs Jacqui 
Fitzgerald, had a very tough job.  However, the winners announced, 
and shown on the masthead of this newsletter, were as follows: 
Year 9, Rhys Gibberd, Year 10, Rita Bhandari, Year 11, Charlotte 
Ushaw Whittaker, senior runner-up, Merill Abapo and senior 
winner, Sarah Watene. 
 
Matamata/Morrinsville Cultural Exchange 
On Tuesday 23 August, after two years of cancellations, we were 
able to participate once again in the annual Matamata/Morrinsville 
Cultural Exchange.  The weather was excellent and Matamata 
College were very hospitable.  It was fantastic to see Maaori 
students from both schools actively engaging in and participating in 
senior and junior girls’ netball, boys’ basketball, debating and of 

course kapa haka.  While the activities produced strong 
competition between the two schools, the outcomes of the events 
were secondary to students celebrating being Maaori.  Our school 
won the senior netball, the basketball and the debating, and 
Matamata took out the junior netball and the kapa haka.  

Much Ado About Nothing 
The Year 10 and Years 12/13 Drama classes recently presented a 
Shakespearean comedy "Much Ado About Nothing".  These were 
presented in the PAC on 3 and 4 August.  The Year 10 class 
presented a Junior version of the show, and the seniors did 
assorted scenes from another version for their assessments.  The 
story is a classic one of love gone awry, misunderstandings and, of 
course, a happy ending.  Shakespeare is still relevant and 
entertaining these days and the students all gained an appreciation 
of the Bard and his classic text.  The shows were very well-received 
by the audiences who came to watch them.  Many of the audiences 
were parents and they would have been very proud to see their 
sons and daughters ‘walking the boards’ so confidently. 

Debating Team:  Sarah Watene, Marcus Taupo and Ashareen Elfa 
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Be sure to mark Thursday 22 September in your calendars for the 
Dance and Drama Showcase "Excellence on Stage" to be held in the 
PAC at 6:30pm.  There will be door sales only, at $5 per ticket (cash 
only).  This will be a showcase of senior assessment work and 
promises to be a great night.  
 
Dance Star 
Joshua Sami recently starred in and won 
our school’s Talent Quest with a dynamic 
and magical dance.  Josh’s performance 
was even more amazing because he has 
taught himself to dance over the last three 
years.  Josh has entered the Dance NZ-
Made National Competition which will be 
held in Palmerston North on Saturday 24 
September at Fly Arena.  He has told me 
that he has booked to catch a Road Services Bus to and from 
Palmerston North and that he will be going down there by himself.  
I have only admiration for Josh and wish him all the best in this 
high-level competition. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh 
Congratulations to Charlotte Wells who 
has recently gained a Silver Award in the 
Duke of Edinburgh International Awards’ 
Scheme.   This is a fine achievement and 
just reward for Charlotte who has 
completed a coordinated programme of 
service and achievement. 
 
 

TOURNAMENT WEEK RESULTS 
UNISS Netball 
After two years of cancellations, we were really pleased to send 
our College 1 netball team off to the Upper North Island Secondary 
Schools’ Championships which were held in Pakuranga last week.  
The weather was very favourable throughout the week and our 
girls thoroughly enjoyed their tournament, where they were 
playing against some of the very best netballers in our country, 
most of whom came from very big co-educational and girls-only 
schools.  Our team this year had a small number of very good 
senior students, along with a number of younger and very 
promising players who will have benefited hugely from the 
experience.  Playing two games every day for five days makes this a 
really tough competition and we were therefore very proud of the 
amazing effort and determination shown by our girls, who were 
able to have four wins out of the 10 games that they played, with 
another very close one-point loss, an excellent success rate.  Even 
against some very tough opposition, our girls had strong quarters in 
each game and their final placing of 26th in the A Division does not 
accurately reflect the merit of their performances, as ongoing 
results determine what section(s) the team ends up in as the week 
progresses.  I was very pleased to go up to Auckland on Friday to 
watch our must-win game against Massey High School, a very big 
West Auckland school, and to see our girls rise to the occasion and 
come away with a big win which ensured that we would remain in 
the A Division next year.  Results were as follows: 
V St Paul’s Collegiate 16-23 loss 
V Epsom Girls’ Grammar School 15-37 loss 
V Takapuna Grammar School 28-17 win 
V Tauranga Girls’ College 19-20 loss 
V Pukekohe High School 27-22 win 
V St Dominic’s 24-31 loss 
V Mt Maunganui College 23-18 win 
V Macleans College 18-30 loss 
V Massey High School 35-20 win 
V Macleans College 22-37 loss.   
 
Huge thanks to our coaches, Mrs Margaret Wilton and Mrs Katie 
Horne, to our support team helpers Mrs Lee-Anne Fitzgerald, Mrs 
Vicky Broomfield and Mrs Cindy Morris, and to our umpire Mrs 
Christine Smith. 
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North Island Hockey Tournament 
This year’s 2022 Tier 3 Jenny Hair Girls’ North Island Hockey 
Tournament was held in Palmerston North.  Our girls were facing a 
week of stiff competition with six games of hockey to be played 
over the week.  Our first game on the Monday saw us taking on St 
Oran’s from Wellington, a game in which our girls played well and 
battled to the end, never giving up, but ultimately losing 1-8.  This 
would be the story of the week, as we were playing teams that 
were full of seniors and very skilful.  In an early game on Tuesday 
we were up against the eventual runner-up of the tournament, 
Mount Maunganui College.  Our girls defended well and fought 
hard, before losing 0-10 to a very good side.  This was followed by 
an afternoon game against Palmerston North Girls’ HS.  We held 
them to a 0-9 loss, denying them top spot in our pool. 
 

Tragedy struck during our Wednesday game against Pukekohe High 
School, with our star defender Tess Rappe injuring her knee and 
putting her out for the rest of the tournament.  We went down 0-7 
in this game.  Thursday’s first game saw a replay of our pool match 
against St Oran’s, and then our final game later that afternoon was 
against Awatapu College.  Sadly, both games resulted in well- 
fought losses, with our girls battling hard right till the very last 
whistle of the tournament.   
 

Amongst the hockey games, our girls also made time for having fun 
by going to the movies, visiting RJ’s Licorice Shop, ten-pin bowling, 
shopping, escape rooms and a very pleasant dinner out together.  
But the highlight of the week would have to have been the Lip Sync 
Battle which took place amongst the girls on the Thursday night, 
won by Ayla Davie, Paige Nicholls and Danielle O’Shea with their 
Spice Girls’ number.   
 

A huge thank you to coach Richard Davie, team manager Megan 
Chambers, referee Daniel McNamara and parent helpers Rhys 
McCowatt and Tasha O’Shea.  It was very pleasing to receive an 
email this morning from the Levin Holiday Park where our team 
stayed, congratulating us on our girls’ exemplary behaviour during 
their stay. 

 
OTHER RECENT SPORTS RESULTS 
Week 6 
Football 
Girls’ 1st XI v Matamata College 
Our girls produced a very good second-half performance which 
allowed them to dominate possession and territory, but 
unfortunately we were unable to score and Matamata College hung 
on and won the game 2-0.  It is satisfying that we were good enough 

to put the winners of our competition under real pressure and push 
them to the end of the match. 
Boys’ 1st XI v Otorohanga College 
Our boys came up against a very strong team from Otorohanga 
College.  We showed great spirit and determination and never gave 
up, and were unlucky not to score on a number of occasions.  The 
final score was a 0-5 loss. 
Junior Boys v Mercury Bay Area School 
Our boys had a tough contest against Mercury Bay Area School, but 
we had lots of possession and attacked for most of the game.  We 
were very pleased to come away with an excellent 3-2 win against 
the top-of-the-table-team.  
 
Week 5 
Lacrosse 
Congratulations to our Girls’ Premier Lacrosse team who last week 
played off for 3rd and 4th in their Premier Grade Pool B 
Competition against Hillcrest High School and came away with an 
excellent 15-7 win.  In the two previous games between these sides 
this season, Hillcrest had a narrow one goal win and we had a 
narrow two goal win, so to win this game by eight goals was an 
excellent achievement for our team, who came out ‘pumped up’ 
and ‘fighting’ for the win from the start of the game.  Hillcrest had 
no answer to our onslaught and our girls proudly won handsomely 
and took 3rd place in their competition. 
 

Our Girls’ Development team, having only lost one game all season, 
came up against Matamata College B for 1st and 2nd place in their B 
Grade Competition.  This was a mighty battle which was close 
throughout and won by Matamata 6-4. While our girls were 
naturally disappointed, their second placing and only losing two 
games all season was a fantastic result for the team when this was 
their first season of lacrosse. 
 

Our boys’ team came up against a tough Cambridge HS team to 
play off for 3rd and 4th place in their competition.  The score did not 
reflect the closeness of the game, with our boys putting their 
bodies on the line and never giving up, but with Cambridge finally 
having a comfortable 16-8 win on the scoreboard, so that our boys 
finished in 4th place. 

 
Hockey 
Our Morrinsville 1st XI girls lost their final game of the season to 
Sacred Heart GC 2nd XI 2-5 which means that they came 8th in the 
B Grade Competition.  There were a number of close losses during 
the season, so this was a sound result. 
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Our Morrinsville 1st XI boys drew against Te Awamutu College 1st 
XI to finish in 5th equal place in their Waikato C Grade Competition.   
This was also a very good result. 
 

Netball 
Morrinsville College Year 10 Junior Premier defeated Cambridge 
High School Rata Year 10 24-20. 
Morrinsville College Year 10 Junior Development defeated Hillcrest 
High School 10A 21-9. 
Morrinsville College Senior A lost to Hamilton Christian School 
Premier 18-24. 
 
Week 4  
Rugby 
1st XV won 27-26 against St Paul’s 3rd XV, playing off for 3rd and 
4th in Division 3. 
 

Lacrosse 
Girls’ Premier defeated Hillcrest HS Premier 9-7 and they will meet 
Hillcrest again next Saturday to play-off for 3rd and 4th in Pool B of 
the Premier grade. 
Our boys lost their semi-final 8-18 against Hamilton Boys’ HS Black.  
They will play-off for 3rd and 4th place against the Cambridge HS 
Boys’ Premier team next Sunday. 
 

Hockey 
1st XI defeated FFC Mixed 5-0. 
1st XI Girls lost 1-6 against St Peter’s 2nd XI. 
 

Football 
1st XI Boys lost 0-4 against Hamilton Boys’ HS Senior Green. 
1st XI Girls lost 0-1 against Raglan Area School Senior Girls. 
Junior Boys won 2-1 against Thames HS Junior Boys. 
 

Netball 
MC Open A lost 27-30 against FTNC Premier Development. 
MC Senior A lost 23-31 against Suburbs Sparks. 
MC Junior Premier won 33-14 against Waikato Diocesan 10A. 
MC Junior Development won 25-16 against St Peter’s School. 
 

Burger Competition 

Our Year 10 Food Technology students have been planning, 
creating and trialling making a delicious burger, ahead of a 
competition held last week.  The students needed to design their 
burger and a side dish and create packaging for everything to go in.  
It was a very successful week with some amazing creations. 
Congratulations to everyone and thank you to our judges.   
The winners were: JJ Carter, Marissa Brown and Becca Aitchison, 
and Meg O'Meara and Bay Broughton. 

 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – MR 
JENKINS 

School Internal Exams 
These important internal exams will be held 
in Week 10 of this term, so in three weeks’ 
time.  The timetable for these exams will be 
sent to each student’s email and placed on 
our school website this coming Wednesday.  
These are compulsory exams for all students.  Anyone not able to 
attend any of their exams needs to see their classroom teacher to 
see if there is a possibility of sitting these at a different time early in 
Term 4. 
 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL MR FORSYTH 
Leaving School 

We have become aware that some students 
are contacting their parents and leaving the 
school without firstly signing out through 
the Office, which presents a problem for us 
here at school if there is an emergency 
situation and we cannot find the student.  
We remind parents that our students are 
not allowed to leave the school grounds 
unless they have permission to do so.  If 

students have appointments out of school, they are expected to 
bring a signed note from a parent or guardian outlining the reason 
for leaving the school grounds.  This should be taken to our Student 
Centre at the school Office before school starts so that a leave pass 
can be issued.  This should be collected by the student at interval 
or lunchtime, depending on the time of the appointment and 
before the student leaves the school premises.  When students 
return to school, they must sign back in at the school Office.  We 
ask our parents to ensure that this process is followed, so that we 
can account for all of our students at all times. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Wed 7 to Fri 9 Sept JEEP MERC Trip 

Saturday 10 September Senior School Ball 

Tue 13 – Sat 17 Sept Year 10 Camp 1 

Wednesday 14 Sept BOT Meeting 

Sat 17 – Wed 21 Sept Year 10 Camp 2 

Friday 23 September Shave for a Cure 

Mon 26 – Fri 30 Sept Senior Internal Exams/Assessments 

Friday 30 September End of Term 3 

Monday 17 October Start of Term 4 

Monday 24 October Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 26 October Cultural Prizegiving 

Tuesday 1 November Sports Prizegiving 

Wednesday 2 November Last day for seniors 

Wednesday 2 November Senior EOY reports available on portal 

Mon 21– Fri 25 November Year 9 Camps at Pauanui 

Tuesday 29 November Year 13 Graduation Dinner at Viligrad’s 

Mon 7 Nov – Fri 2 Dec NZQA External Exams 

Tuesday 6 December Senior Prizegiving 7pm 

Thursday 8 December Junior Prizegiving 10.30am 

Thursday 8 December Junior EOY reports available on portal 

Tuesday 8 December Touch Rugby Nationals 

Thursday 8 December  End of school year  

 


